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Research Article

Purpose: This study examined how elementary school teachers’ philosophical-

Ke.y Words.: educational orientations influence their preference for and application of curricular
. phllc_)sophlcal integration models (intradisciplinary, interdisciplinary, transdisciplinary).
orientations,
curricular Method: An exploratory sequential mixed-methods design was employed across
integration, three phases: (1) qualitative interviews with 30 teachers, analyzed via thematic
pragmatism, analysis; (2) a quantitative survey of 358 teachers (effective response rate = 93%)
idealism, mixed- selected through multistage cluster sampling, using researcher-developed

instruments with strong psychometric properties; and (3) an integration phase to

methods research, st T
synthesize findings.

teacher cognition
Findings: Quantitative results revealed a significant positive relationship between
pragmatism and preference for transdisciplinary integration ( = 0.52, p < 0.001),
and between idealism and intradisciplinary integration (f = 0.39, p < 0.01).

Article history: Teaching experience significantly moderated these relationships (AR? = 0.12, p <
Received : 28 0.01). Qualitative analysis identified six core themes, including “the need for
November 2025 reform in teacher education” and “philosophical-practical tensions in a centralized
Accepted : 25 July system.”

2026

Conclusion: Educational policies aiming to implement integrated curricula must
account for teachers’ philosophical orientations. Recommending philosophy-aware
teacher education and flexible curricular frameworks, this study contributes to
bridging the policy-practice gap in Iran’s educational transformation agenda.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction and Problem Statement: In the context of global educational shifts towards more
meaningful and applicable learning, curriculum integration has gained prominence as a key strategy for
enhancing critical thinking and real-world problem-solving skills. In Iran, despite top-level policy
mandates—most notably the Fundamental Transformation Document of Education—advocating for
integrated curricula, a significant gap persists between policy and classroom practice. This study identifies
a critical, under-researched factor within this gap: the role of teachers' deep-seated philosophical-
educational orientations. As the primary executors of the curriculum, teachers' beliefs—shaped by major
philosophical schools like idealism, realism, pragmatism, and existentialism—fundamentally shape their
views on knowledge, learning, and instruction. These beliefs, in turn, likely influence their preference for
specific curriculum integration patterns (e.g., intra-disciplinary, interdisciplinary, transdisciplinary). While
prior research has touched on philosophy and teaching practice, a systematic, mixed-methods investigation
into how Iranian teachers' philosophical preferences directly affect their integration choices remained
absent. This study aims to bridge that gap by exploring this relationship within the unique context of Iranian
primary education

Research questions :Research Question The central question guiding this research is : To what extent
and in what ways do the philosophical orientations of primary school teachers (idealism, realism,
pragmatism, existentialism) influence their preference for employing curriculum integration patterns (intra-
disciplinary, interdisciplinary, transdisciplinary) ?

Methods :A Sequential Exploratory Mixed-Methods Design The study employed a rigorous three-
phase design to ensure depth and breadth of understanding:

Phase 1 (Qualitative — Exploratory):

Obijective :To gain an in-depth, contextual understanding of teachers' philosophical beliefs and their
conceptualization of integration.

Participants Y+ :primary school teachers selected via purposive sampling for maximum variation in
gender, experience (5-15+ years), and location (urban/rural).

Data Collection & Analysis :Semi-structured interviews were conducted and analyzed using thematic
analysis with MAXQDA software.

Phase 2 (Quantitative — Hypothesis Testing):

Objective :To statistically measure the relationship between philosophical preferences (independent
variable) and integration pattern preferences (dependent variable).

Participants YAe :teachers from Urmia, selected via multi-stage cluster sampling.

Instruments :Two researcher-made, psychometrically validated scales were used:

Teachers' Philosophical Preferences Questionnaire (TPPQ) Y7 :items measuring four orientations
(Excellent validity: CVI1=0.92, 0=0.89).

Curriculum Integration Scale (CIS) Y¢ :items measuring three integration patterns (Good validity:
CVI=0.88, a=0.87).

Data Analysis :Employed descriptive stats, correlation, multiple regression, Structural Equation
Modeling (SEM), and MANOVA using SPSS, AMOS, and R.

Phase 3 (Integrative):



Obijective :To synthesize qualitative and quantitative findings for a comprehensive, nuanced explanation
of the phenomenon .£ .Key Findings A. Descriptive and Quantitative Results:

Philosophical Profile :Pragmatism was the most dominant orientation among teachers (Mean=4.12),
followed by idealism. Realism and existentialism were less prominent.

Integration Preference :The interdisciplinary pattern was most favored (Mean=4.05), followed by
transdisciplinary and intra-disciplinary.

Critical Relationships (SEM Maodel):

A strong, positive relationship was found between Pragmatism and Transdisciplinary Integration (f =
0.47). Pragmatist teachers strongly preferred problem-centered, real-world integration.

A positive relationship was found between Idealism and Intra-disciplinary Integration (= 0.39). Idealist
teachers favored structured, subject-centered approaches.

A significant negative correlation existed between idealism and pragmatism.

Moderating Role of Experience :Teaching experience significantly strengthened the link between
philosophy and integration choice. Teachers with over 10 years of experience showed a 23% greater
inclination toward integration practices .B. Qualitative and Integrative

Results :Thematic analysis of interviews yielded three core themes explaining the gquantitative
relationships:

1. Philosophical-Practical Contradictions :Teachers reported tension between their pragmatic beliefs
and a centralized, standardized educational system, creating a conflict between personal philosophy and
organizational demands.

2.  Need for Teacher Education Reform :Participants identified a major gap in pre-service and in-
service training, citing a lack of practical, philosophy-aligned instruction on how to implement integrated
curricula effectively.

3. Influence of School Culture :Systemic barriers like high-stakes standardized testing and rigid
administrative hierarchies were seen as stifling teachers' ability to act according to their philosophical
beliefs .Integrative Insights:

Teachers with a pragmatist profile showed the highest preference for transdisciplinary integration.

Teachers with an idealist profile showed the lowest preference for transdisciplinary methods.

Cluster analysis revealed three distinct teacher profiles :Pragmatist-Integrator, Idealist-Structuralist, and
Mixed-Inconsistent

Discussion :The study conclusively shows that philosophical orientations are powerful determinants of
pedagogical choice, not merely abstract ideals. The pragmatism-transdisciplinary link resonates with
Deweyan philosophy, viewing knowledge as a tool for solving authentic problems. Conversely,
the idealism-intra-disciplinary link reflects a Hegelian emphasis on structural coherence and conceptual
depth within disciplines. The moderating effect of teaching experience suggests that veteran teachers
develop a more sophisticated ability to navigate the constraints of the system while applying their
philosophical beliefs, enhancing their "philosophical-executive™ capacity. These findings align with
research viewing pragmatism as a driver of innovation but contrast with perspectives suggesting a uniform
teacher preference for integration. This highlights the significant mediating role of Iran's specific centralized
educational context ,where philosophical belief becomes a lens for adaptation or resistance within a rigid
system .Implications : For Stakeholders | Key Recommendations Policymakers :Develop integration
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policies that acknowledge and accommodate philosophical diversity among teachers. Revise teacher
education curricula to include practical philosophy and hands-on integration training. Create flexible
evaluation systems that reward deep, interdisciplinary learning .Teachers : Engage in self-reflection to
understand how personal philosophical beliefs influence instructional decisions. Choose integration models
that authentically align with your core educational philosophy .Teacher Educators: Frame educational
philosophy as a practical toolkit for instructional design, not just theory. Provide simulated classroom
experiences for experimenting with different integration patterns . Limitations and Future Research

o Limitations :Geographical focus on Urmia may limit generalizability. Self-report data risks social
desirability bias. Not all contextual variables (e.g., school leadership) were controlled.

e  Future Research Directions:

1. Deeper qualitative inquiry into the roots and consequences of the dominant pragmatic
orientation.

2. Longitudinal studies tracking the evolution of teachers' philosophical preferences over their
careers.

3. Development of indigenous tools to measure "philosophical awareness" in planning.

Comparative studies between centralized (e.g., Iran) and decentralized (e.g., Finland) systems to explore
the impact of systemic structure on the philosophy-practice relationship

Keywords:

Philosophical-Educational Preferences, Curriculum Integration, Pragmatism, Mixed-Methods, Primary
School Teachers
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