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Article Info Abstract

The present study aimed to design a curriculum model for rational education
based on Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh within the framework of Tyler’s four-stage
curriculum model. This qualitative research adopted a theory-based design
approach. Data were collected through qualitative content analysis of 13

Avrticle type:
Research Article

::i/i(\)/\;oarlds. selected stories from the Shahnameh, organized using thematic analysis, from

- which the core theme of "wisdom" (Khrad) was extracted. These indigenous
Educ_atlon, Iranian-Islamic concepts were then systematically integrated with contemporary
Curriculum psychological theories of wisdom—specifically Ardelt’s three-dimensional
Design, model and Sternberg’s balance theory—and structured into a coherent
Shahnameh, curriculum framework. The study provides an indigenous solution whereby the
Wisdom, Tyler final model clearly outlines educational objectives, content, teaching-learning
Model, strategies, and assessment methods across cognitive, affective, and conative
Indigenous domains. This model translates the epic’s philosophical narratives into
Pedagogy. operational classroom activities, such as philosophical inquiry circles, role-

playing, reflective writing, and social projects. The findings indicate that the
o Shahnameh offers a rich and indigenous framework for rational-ethical
Article history: education. The proposed model provides curriculum specialists with a
Received : 28 Jan 2026  qystematic and practical roadmap for fostering critical thinking, ethical
Accepted : 03 May 2026 . . . . . . ,
reasoning, and practical wisdom in learners by integrating Iran’s intellectual
heritage with contemporary educational necessities.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Purpose: This study aims to elucidate the components of rational education in Ferdowsi's Shahnameh and
present an indigenous model to address the challenges of the contemporary educational system.

Methodology: Employing a qualitative approach with an analytical-descriptive-inferential method, this
research utilized thematic analysis of the verses and narratives within the Shahnameh.

Findings: The findings indicate that "wisdom™ (Kherad) in Ferdowsi's thought, as a divine endowment
and the axis of education, possesses multiple, dynamic dimensions and manifests in three principal
domains, detailed as follows:

In the Cognitive Domain:

Meaning-Making and Meaning-Creation: Wisdom perceives existence as purposeful, transforming
humans from passive beings into active creators of meaning, offering a response to the crisis of nihilism.

Fundamental Questioning: With its focus on "questioning wisdom," the Shahnameh presents an
indigenous model for replacing memorization-based approaches with rational inquiry.

Critical Thinking: Wisdom, as an analytical force, enables the discernment of truth from falsehood and
the critique of blind adherence to authority.

In the Affective Domain:

Wise Imagination: The integration of artistic creativity and practical wisdom creates meaningful possible
worlds, fostering ethical judgment and problem-solving.

Compassionate Thinking: Wisdom is interwoven with compassion and affection; true wisdom guides
individuals toward responsibility and responsiveness to the suffering of others.

Transformative Suffering: Suffering is portrayed not as a calamity, but as a "dynamic meaning-making
construct" that refines wisdom and strengthens resilience.

In the Practical/Behavioral Domain:

Courageous Living: Courage emerges as a rational-ethical virtue in its epic, rational, and ethical
dimensions, serving as an antidote to "overprotective education.”

Interaction with the Virtuous: Wisdom is polished through dialogue and companionship with the wise,
replacing intellectual isolation with collective wisdom.

Joyful Living: Sustainable joy is a consequence of wisdom-seeking, meaning-making, and communal
service, rather than an artificial or peripheral concern.

Conclusion: The integration of these components into a unified, holistic educational model provides a
comprehensive response to the challenges facing Iran's educational system. By drawing on the cultural
capital of the Shahnameh, this model proposes practical strategies such as: integrating Shahnameh
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narratives into the curriculum, implementing philosophical inquiry circles, designing interdisciplinary art-
ethics projects, and establishing student advisory councils. This research constitutes a foundational step
towards the indigenization of the philosophy of education and the revitalization of the Iranian-Islamic
intellectual heritage.

Keywords

Rational Education, Curriculum Design, Shahnameh, Wisdom, Tyler Model, Indigenous
Pedagogy.
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