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The aim of the present study was to identify the challenges of art
education in the education system. The research approach was qualitative
and the method used was synthesis research. The target population
included domestic and foreign sources available in the field of art education
challenges. In order to access articles and research related to Persian and
English keywords including art, problems of art education in education, art
education, challenges of art education, obstacles to art education, problems
of art education, various domestic electronic resources were indexed and
electronic resources abroad were tried to extract the latest resources
related to the present study. Accordingly, 95 existing sources were
identified and reviewed in the period 2013 to 2025. The collection tool was
a checklist and the transferability criterion and audit trail were used to
validate the studies in this section. Finally, based on the content analysis;
55 basic themes, 4 first organizing themes with the titles of goals, content,
strategy, and evaluation, and 11 second organizing themes with the titles
of goal formulation, goal implementation, content formulation,
implementation of the formulated content, time, space, teacher, student,
tools and facilities, evaluation goals, and evaluation implementation, and
an overarching theme titled challenges of art education were extracted.
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Extended Abstract

Objective: This study aims to identify and synthesize the challenges of art education within formal
education systems, with a particular focus on the Iranian context, through a systematic review of relevant
literature.

Materials and Methods: Employing a qualitative research approach, this study utilized the synthesis
research method based on the Arksey and O'Malley (2005) framework. The target population consisted of
domestic and international sources (2013-2025) addressing challenges in art education. A systematic search
was conducted using Persian keywords (" ¢"cw Con i @il s Mo G i slagiilal M i o 5 (M i
i (i) sel @S54 and English keywords ("Art", "Art Education”, "Challenges of Art Education",
"Problems of Art Education in Schools™) across multiple electronic databases, including SID, Magiran,
Irandoc, Noormags, and Google Scholar. Out of the identified sources, 95 studies meeting the inclusion
criteria (relevance, accessibility) were selected for in-depth analysis. A checklist was used for data
extraction. To ensure validity, the criteria of transferability and an audit trail were employed. Content
validity (CVR = 0.84) and inter-rater reliability (agreement = 0.98) were also calculated.

Results: The thematic analysis of the synthesized studies led to the extraction of 55 basic themes, 4
first-level organizing themes (Goals, Content, Strategy, Evaluation), 11 second-level organizing themes,
and one overarching theme titled "Challenges of Art Education.” The first-level organizing themes and their
corresponding second-level themes are as follows:

1. Goals: (a) Formulation of Goals, (b) Implementation of Goals.

2. Content: (a) Content Formulation, (b) Implementation of Formulated Content.

3. Strategy (Teaching-Learning): (a) Time, (b) Space, (c) Teacher, (d) Student, (e) Tools
and Facilities.

4. Evaluation: (a) Evaluation Objectives, (b) Implementation of Evaluation.

Key challenges identified under these themes include: overly idealistic, ideological, and vague
educational goals; misalignment of content with students' age, understanding, and individual differences;
outdated and non-innovative curricula; insufficient allocated instructional time and occasional elimination
of art classes; inadequate and unsuitable physical spaces (e.g., lack of workshops, studios, exhibition areas);
a severe shortage of specialized art teachers and insufficient in-service training; low motivation and lack of
confidence among both teachers and students; a critical shortage of artistic tools, materials, and financial
resources; the dominance of quantitative over qualitative assessment; lack of scientific criteria and
standardized tools for evaluating artistic development and teaching approaches; and minimal use of
gualitative assessment methods (e.g., portfolios, observation, self-assessment).

Discussion and Conclusion: Art, as a fundamental aspect of human civilization, plays a vital role in
fostering creativity, critical thinking, aesthetic sensibility, and social-emotional skills. The elementary
period is particularly crucial for shaping these capacities. However, the findings of this synthesis reveal that
art education, especially within the Iranian system, faces deep-rooted and multidimensional challenges that
extend beyond mere resource limitations. These challenges are systemic, embedded in the overarching
attitudes, policies, and curriculum structures that undervalue the role of art in holistic education.

The challenges are interconnected: ambiguous goals lead to irrelevant content; a lack of specialized
teachers results in repetitive, imitative teaching strategies; inadequate time and space stifle practical
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engagement; and inappropriate evaluation methods fail to capture the process of artistic growth. This creates
a cycle where art education is perceived as marginal, supplementary, or merely decorative, rather than as
an essential component of students' intellectual and personal development. Notably, the neglect of specific
art forms such as music, calligraphy, and art criticism in curricular goals reflects a reductionist view that
severely limits the educational potential of the arts.

The study concludes that reforming art education requires a fundamental paradigm shift at the policy
and philosophical levels. It is not enough to address symptoms (e.g., providing more supplies); the core
issue lies in recognizing and integrating art education as an indispensable pillar of general education. This
necessitates a coherent revision of national curricula, investment in teacher education and professional
development, redesign of learning environments, and the adoption of process-oriented, qualitative
evaluation frameworks that align with the intrinsic nature of artistic learning.

Limitations and Suggestions: As a synthesis study, this research is limited by its reliance on published
literature within a specific timeframe, potentially overlooking unpublished works like theses. Generalizing
findings to all educational systems should be done cautiously. Based on the results, practical
recommendations are offered: The Textbook Development Office and the Elementary Education Deputy of
the Ministry of Education should revise and clarify goals and develop age-appropriate, needs-based art
curricula. The School Renovation Organization, in collaboration with the Ministry and cultural institutions,
must address infrastructural deficiencies. The Ministry, along with media organizations like IRIB, should
launch public awareness campaigns to elevate the status of art in society and education. For future research,
conducting comparative studies between different educational systems and undertaking focused synthesis
research on specific sub-areas (e.g., art assessment methods, art teacher training) is recommended to further
clarify cultural dimensions and identify targeted solutions.

Keywords: Art, Art Education, Challenges of Art Education, Education System, Synthesis Research.
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