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The present study aimed to investigate the quality of teachers' educational
life in interaction with the curriculum during their teaching career and the
role of educational experiences in improving teachers' academic
performance. The qualitative research approach was based on narrative
research with an emphasis on narrative analysis of data. The participants
were teachers working in different educational courses in West Azerbaijan
Province, with 11 of them being purposefully interviewed of the index type
in-depth. The researcher's self-review method, rich and comprehensive
description, simultaneous analysis, and quotation were used to ensure the
validity, transferability, and verifiability of the research data, respectively.
The findings showed that teachers' interactions with the curriculum during
their teaching career occur at three levels: behavioral channelization,
thoughtfulness, and self-actualization. At each of these levels, the quality of
interactions depends on the amount of their experiences and affects the
efficiency of their performance in such a way that the nature and manner of
implementing the content of the subjects are on an evolutionary path. The
results show that the executive structure of curricula should be designed in
such a way that teachers, while transferring the scientific structure of the
subjects to the learners, have the opportunity to criticize and modify
concepts in order to provide the basis for the formation of practical
knowledge of the content and being skill-oriented in accordance with the
capabilities of the students by conceptually reconstructing the curriculum
content.
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Extended Abstract

This study explores the quality of teachers' educational lives in interaction with the curriculum
throughout their teaching careers, focusing on the role of educational experiences in enhancing their
academic performance. Employing a qualitative research approach rooted in narrative analysis, the study
delves into the lived experiences of teachers working across various educational levels in West Azerbaijan
Province. Through in-depth interviews with 11 purposefully selected teachers, the research captures the
nuanced dynamics of teacher-curriculum interactions, revealing three distinct levels of engagement:
behavioral channelization, thoughtfulness, and self-actualization. The findings underscore the evolutionary
nature of these interactions, emphasizing the need for curriculum designs that empower teachers to critically
engage with and adapt content to meet students' diverse needs.

Introduction

The curriculum is a reflection of ideological and discursive currents, shaping and shaped by the
educational environment. Teachers, as primary implementers, navigate complex demands to integrate
diverse elements such as values, competencies, and learning objectives into their teaching practices. This
study addresses the pivotal question: What is the nature of teachers' actions within the framework of
curriculum implementation, and how do these actions reflect their professional identity? By examining
teachers' narratives, the research highlights the transformative potential of teacher-curriculum interactions
in fostering meaningful learning experiences.

Methodology:

The study adopts a qualitative, exploratory design, utilizing narrative research methods to analyze teachers'
experiences. Participants included 11 teachers with 3 to 27 years of experience, selected through purposive
sampling. Data were collected via in-depth narrative interviews, focusing on teachers' lived experiences
and their efforts to shape and sustain interactions with the curriculum. Interviews, lasting 1-2 hours, were
transcribed and analyzed thematically. The analysis followed a three-dimensional space approach
(Clandinin & Connelly, 2000), emphasizing interaction, continuity, and context. To ensure validity,
researcher self-review, rich descriptions, simultaneous analysis, and direct quotations were employed. The
iterative coding process yielded 238 initial concepts, refined into 3 selective codes, 16 axial codes, and 101
open codes.

Findings:
The study identifies three levels of teacher-curriculum interaction:

1. Behavioral Channelization:
Teachers adhere to standardized curriculum structures, prioritizing compliance with predefined
goals and content. This level is characterized by:

o  Absorption: Unconditional acceptance of curriculum content.
o  Standardization: Rigid adherence to educational benchmarks.
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o  Program-Centricity: Organizational logic guiding teaching actions.
o  Value-Creation: Sacred regard for curriculum content.
o  Hierarchical Governance: Top-down implementation of curricular directives.
Teachers view curriculum fidelity as a professional duty, often sidelining critical
engagement.
2. Thoughtfulness:
Teachers begin to critically evaluate curriculum content, fostering a reflective and analytical
approach. Key themes include:

Conflict Resolution: 1dentifying and addressing curricular gaps.
Self-Inquiry: Assessing personal teaching efficacy and student needs.
Attitude Formation: Developing adaptive teaching philosophies.
Critique: Questioning the rationale behind curricular choices.

o O O O

o  Curriculum Literacy: Understanding the multidimensionality of curriculum
design.
This stage marks a shift from passive acceptance to active interrogation of curricular
norms.
3. Self-Actualization:
Teachers transcend prescribed curricula, leveraging their expertise to innovate and personalize
content. Features include:

Personalization: Tailoring content to align with individual teaching styles.
Approach-Innovation: Developing novel instructional strategies.
Leadership: Guiding curriculum implementation with autonomy.
Self-Regulation: Continuously adapting curricula to classroom realities.

o O O O

o  Empathy: Aligning teaching practices with students' lived experiences.
At this level, teachers act as curriculum architects, reshaping content to enhance relevance
and engagement.

Discussion:
The study reveals a developmental trajectory in teacher-curriculum interactions, evolving from compliance
to critical autonomy. Key insights include:

e Behavioral Channelization reflects institutional pressures and the valorization of
academic rigor, often at the expense of teacher agency.

e  Thoughtfulness emerges as teachers gain experience, enabling them to reconcile
curricular demands with pedagogical creativity.

e  Self-Actualization represents the pinnacle of professional growth, where teachers
integrate personal and curricular goals to foster transformative learning.

These findings align with prior research (e.g., Hafiluddin & Wahyudin, 2023; Beaumont, 2022),
underscoring the impact of teacher beliefs and curriculum autonomy on instructional quality. The study
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also highlights the need for systemic support to nurture teacher autonomy, suggesting that curricula should
balance structure with flexibility to accommodate diverse teaching contexts.

Conclusion:
The study advocates for curriculum frameworks that honor teachers' professional judgment, positioning
them as co-creators rather than mere implementers. Practical recommendations include:

1. Professional Development: Foster critical engagement with curriculum content through
collaborative workshops.

2. Policy Reforms: Design flexible curricula that encourage teacher innovation.

3. Research Expansion: Explore cross-cultural variations in teacher-curriculum dynamics.

By reimagining teacher roles within curriculum ecosystems, education systems can unlock the potential
for more responsive and equitable learning environments.

Keywords: Teacher, Curriculum, Narrative Research, Performance Improvement, Educational Life
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