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Caring thinking, with its emphasis on values and emotions, contributes
significantly to the moral and social development of students. Accordingly,
the present study aimed to compare the effectiveness of selected Iranian and
international stories appropriate for age group “C” on enhancing caring
thinking among sixth-grade elementary students.This quasi-experimental
study employed a pretest-posttest design with a control group and was
conducted during the 2024-2025 academic year in Isfahan, Iran. A total of
90 male students were selected through multistage cluster sampling and
randomly assigned to three groups: an experimental group receiving Iranian
stories, an experimental group receiving international stories, and a control
group. The intervention consisted of 10 sessions of philosophical inquiry
circles for the experimental groups. Data were collected before and after the
intervention using Heydari's Caring Thinking Questionnaire (2018) and
analyzed using multivariate analysis of covariance (MANCOVA) in SPSS-
26. The results indicated no statistically significant difference between the
Iranian and international story groups in terms of overall improvement in
caring thinking. Between-group comparisons also revealed no significant
differences across the subcomponents of caring thinking. Both Iranian and
international literary stories hold pedagogical value as effective stimuli in
philosophical inquiry circles. When accompanied by appropriate activities
and reflective exercises, these narratives can serve as valuable resources
within Philosophy for Children (P4C) programs.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction and Objectives

The Philosophy for Children (P4C) program creates an educational environment in which children are
exposed to fundamental questions and ethical values through a philosophical inquiry process, with emphasis
on dialogue, participation and reflection. Within this framework, stories serve as core stimuli for
philosophical reflection and play a central role in facilitating caring thinking. However, the limited
availability of adequate resources and the ongoing debate on the use of indigenous versus international
narratives are a challenge for PAC implementation. Accordingly, the present study aimed to compare the
effectiveness of selected Iranian and international stories, suitable for age group “C,” in fostering caring

thinking among sixth-grade elementary students.
Method:

This semi-experimental study employed a pretest-posttest design with a control group and was
conducted during the 2024-2025 academic year in the city of Isfahan. The statistical population included
sixth-grade male students in Isfahan. A total of 90 students were recruited using the multistage cluster
method. First, District 4 was randomly chosen among the city districts, then three boys' schools were
randomly selected, and from each school, one sixth-grade class was randomly included. The students were
divided into three groups of 30: one experimental group received the intervention with Iranian stories,
another with international stories, and a control group. The intervention took place over 10 weekly sessions
in the philosophical inquiry circles. Each session included a reading of a story, an open-ended question from
the facilitator, and a discussion of the merits of the story. The control group continued with the standard
school curriculum. Data were collected both pretest and posttest phases using Heydari’s (2018) Caring
Thinking Questionnaire, and analyzed through multivariate analysis of covariance (MANCOVA) using
SPSS-26.

Findings:

The results of MANCOVA showed that the interventions using Iranian and international stories did not
produce a statistically significant difference in overall caring thinking. Between-subjects tests confirmed
that none of the components of caring thinking—including empathetic, evaluative, active, emotional, and

normative thinking—differed significantly between the two experimental groups. Posttest mean scores in
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both intervention groups were higher than those of the control group, indicating the general effectiveness
of the intervention. However, the difference between the Iranian and international story groups was not
statistically significant. These results suggest that both types of stories, when infused with philosophical
and emotional themes and discussed within the dialogical structure of inquiry circles, equally enhance the

components of caring thinking.
Discussion and Conclusion:

The findings of this study confirm the role of both Iranian and international stories as effective stimuli
within philosophical inquiry circles of the PAC program. These results are consistent with domestic research
such as Nami (2018), which confirmed the significant impact of philosophical instruction through diverse
stories on caring thinking. Contrary to the view of Ghasemi et al. (2011), who found that international
stories are ineffective, this study demonstrated that such stories—particularly those with universal themes
like tolerance and justice—can be just as powerful. Several key factors influenced the success of the
intervention. First, a selection of bestselling stories (2017—-2024) with themes of empathy, moral values,
responsibility, and social relations, which are in harmony with local culture (Iranian stories) and universal
ethics (international stories). Second, the dialogical structure of the inquiry circles—based on open
questioning and collective reflection—guided students toward a deeper understanding of caring thinking
components. Third, the ten weekly sessions led by trained facilitators provided ample opportunity for
intellectual and emotional engagement, which is consistent with the theories of Piaget and Vygotsky about
social interaction. Fourth, the use of Heydari’s (2018) validated and reliable questionnaire allowed for
accurate measurement of caring thinking components. This study responds to critiques such as those by
Naji and Askari (2018) regarding the scarcity of suitable P4C materials, and shows that both Iranian and
international stories, when chosen according to philosophical and ethical criteria, are rich sources of caring
thinking. For further development, it is recommended that future research should include more diverse
samples in terms of gender and age groups, investigate the long-term effects of interventions, increase the
number of interviews and integrate stories with more complex topics such as environmental issues or social

inequalities.
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