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The purpose of the research was to identify the perception of the professors
of Farhangian University about being educated and its underlying factors in
order to strengthen the cultural foundations of the curriculum. The
interpretation paradigm was used with a qualitative approach to achieve this
goal, and conceptual analysis of the concept interpretation type and
documentary-library, descriptive-analytical, and Speculative Easy methods
were applied. The study population included 11 Farhangian University of
Kurdistan province professors in 1402-1403 using criteria-based purposeful
sampling. The data collection tool was a researcher-made semi-structured
in-depth interview. Findings in two parts of professors' perception of being
educated, including general perceptions (7 cases) and specific perceptions of
education (9 cases) and its merits, including four fields: individual (2 cases),
social (4 cases), educational (5 cases), and situational (1 case), were
presented. The results showed that in order to strengthen the cultural
foundations of the curriculum, along with planning for science and skill
development, it is necessary to pay attention to moral education in order to
obtain high levels of being educated. In this way, it is possible to provide the
background for being educated of the learners.
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Extended Abstract

Background and Purpose: Educatedness (farhikhtegi)—a multidimensional concept rooted
in Persian culture and philosophy—extends beyond mere academic achievement or formal
qualifications. It encompasses moral integrity, intellectual maturity, cultural insight, and practical
wisdom. In Iranian society, especially within the education system, fostering “educated
individuals" is both a cultural aspiration and a pedagogical imperative. Given this context, the
cultural foundations of the curriculum—those values and beliefs that shape educational aims—
must be aligned with a nuanced understanding of what it means to be an "educated” human
being.

This study explores the perceptions of professors at Farhangian University (the teacher
training institution of Iran) regarding educatedness and the contextual factors that support its
development. By understanding how these perceptions inform and influence curricular
foundations, the research aims to inform efforts to strengthen the cultural core of Iran’s national
education system.

Research Questions:

1.  What are the perceptions of Farhangian University professors regarding
educatedness in the context of curriculum cultural foundations?

2. What individual, social, educational, and situational factors do professors identify
as prerequisites for fostering educatedness among learners?

Methodology: A qualitative interpretive paradigm guided this research, employing multiple
methodologies: conceptual interpretation, documentary-library analysis, descriptive-analytical
methods, and philosophical inquiry (theorizing essay strategy). Data collection was carried out
through semi-structured, in-depth interviews with 11 professors from Farhangian University in
Kurdistan province, selected via criterion-based purposive sampling.

Participants were required to have at least five years of experience, academic specialization in
humanities or education, and demonstrable interest in the research theme. The interviews were
transcribed, coded, and analyzed using open and axial coding techniques. Descriptive content
analysis was used to derive general themes, which were then used to theorize and extrapolate
implications for curriculum design.

Findings: The study’s findings fall into two broad categories: (1) professors’ perceptions of
educatedness, and (2) underlying contextual factors that promote it.

1. Professors’ Perceptions of Educatedness: Professors’ responses revealed both general
and specific conceptualizations of educatedness:
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e General Perceptions: These reflect holistic views of the educated individual:
o  Educatedness is historically variable and context-dependent.
o It may or may not be linked to formal education.
o It blends knowledge, ethics, practical skill, and spiritual maturity.
o Itisdescribed as a state of being or inner disposition, not merely external
behavior.
e  Specific Traits of Educated Individuals: Professors identified several hallmark
traits:
Critical and analytical thinking
Constant pursuit of knowledge
Moral and emotional intelligence
Adaptability to new contexts
Wisdom and thoughtful decision-making
Ability to translate theory into practice
Self-regulation and alignment of behavior with one's social role

0O O O 0O O O O

These descriptions culminate in a layered, spectrum-based model of educatedness, ranging
from basic knowledge and moral sensibility to internalized ethical wisdom and transformative
action. Educatedness, as perceived by these professors, is a dynamic, evolving state that
integrates intellect, ethics, and character.

2. Underlying Contextual Factors Promoting Educatedness: Four domains were
identified:

Individual Factors:
o Innate disposition and potential (fitrah)
o  Personal motivation and will
« Social Factors:
o  Cultural environment and family background
o Role of peers and societal norms
o Reinforcement from ethical surroundings
e Educational Factors:
o Influence of formal education systems
o Informal learning processes and hidden curriculum
o  Charisma and example of teachers and professors
o Availability of meaningful content (e.g., novels, films, discussions)
e Situational Factors:
o Life-changing events or "turning points" that catalyze internal
transformation

Together, these factors emphasize that educatedness is not exclusively a product of schooling
but emerges from a complex interaction of personal, cultural, and pedagogical influences.
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Professors highlighted the crucial role of teacher modeling, moral development, and the
importance of integrating ethical values into all levels of the curriculum.

Discussion and Implications: The findings suggest that a narrow, cognitive-centric view of
education (focused only on knowledge transmission) is insufficient. Educatedness, as a desired
educational outcome, requires the inclusion of ethical formation, reflective practice, and socio-
cultural awareness.

To that end, the curriculum should:

e Promote moral education alongside academic excellence

o  Foster critical thinking and introspective skills

e Encourage lifelong learning and adaptability

e Value interdisciplinary and culturally responsive teaching methods

A revised cultural foundation for the curriculum must reflect these integrated dimensions.
Educational policy-makers and curriculum designers should recognize that fostering
educatedness demands cultivating inner character, not just outer competence.

Conclusion: Farhangian University professors conceptualize educatedness as a multifaceted
phenomenon blending knowledge, ethics, and human development. They emphasize that true
educatedness goes beyond formal degrees to encompass wisdom, humility, adaptability, and
practical moral action.

Curricular cultural foundations should be reoriented to support this vision, recognizing the
role of teachers, learning environments, and transformative experiences. By aligning curriculum
design with a deeper understanding of educatedness, Iranian education can better prepare future
generations not only to excel academically but also to live ethically and contribute meaningfully

to society.

Keywords: Educatedness, Farhangian University, Cultural Curriculum Foundations, Teacher
Perceptions, Moral Education, Iranian Curriculum, Reflective Pedagogy
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